
 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Gas-Powered BBQ with Electrical Spit Motor 

1. Purpose 

To provide safe operation instructions for using a gas-powered BBQ and electrical spit motor 
hired from Safari Biltong. 

2. Safety Precautions 

• Never use indoors: This BBQ is designed for outdoor use only. Using it indoors or in an 
enclosed area may lead to carbon monoxide poisoning. 

• Location: Position the BBQ on a flat, stable surface, at least 3 meters away from 
buildings, overhangs, trees, and flammable materials. 

• Ventilation: Ensure proper ventilation around the BBQ to prevent gas buildup. 

• Supervision: Do not leave the BBQ unattended while in use. 

• Children and Pets: Always keep children and pets away from the BBQ. 

• Fire Extinguisher: Keep a fire extinguisher or water source nearby in case of emergency. 

• Electrical Safety for Spit Motor: 

o Only use the spit motor with an outdoor-rated power outlet or with an extension 
cord approved for outdoor use. 

o Ensure the power cord is kept away from any hot surfaces, flames, and sources 
of water. 

o Do not operate the motor if it, or any electrical cord, appears damaged. 

o Never touch the motor with wet hands or allow the motor to get wet. 

3. Setup Instructions 

BBQ Setup 

• Inspect the BBQ: Check the BBQ for visible signs of damage, including the gas hose, 
knobs, and fittings. 

• Attach the Gas Cylinder: Connect the gas hose securely to the cylinder and test for 
leaks. 

• Position the BBQ: Ensure the BBQ is on a flat surface and set up keeping cords away 
from hot areas. 



Spit Motor Setup 

• Secure the Spit Rod: Attach the spit rod securely to the motor by sliding it into the 
motor's receiving slot. 

• Balance the Load: Distribute the meat evenly on the spit rod to avoid straining the 
motor. Centre the weight for smooth rotation. 

• Plug in the Motor: Use a grounded, outdoor-rated outlet or extension cord. Ensure the 
plug and cord are clear of the BBQ’s hot surfaces and are not in the path of people to 
avoid tripping hazards. 

4. Operating Instructions 

BBQ Operation 

• Ignition: 

1. Open the BBQ lid before lighting to prevent gas buildup. 

2. Turn on the gas supply by opening the gas cylinder valve. 

3. Push and turn one burner control knob to the "Ignite" position and press the 
ignition button (if equipped) to light the burner. If the burner does not light within 
5 seconds, turn the knob off, wait 30 seconds, and try again. 

4. Once the first burner is lit, light any additional burners as needed. 

• Adjusting the Temperature: Use the burner control knobs to adjust the flame to the 
desired cooking temperature. 

Spit Motor Operation 

• Starting the Motor: Turn on the spit motor to start rotating the spit rod. Ensure it is 
rotating smoothly without jerking. 

• Monitoring: Keep an eye on the spit motor and BBQ to ensure even cooking and safe 
operation. Avoid adjusting the load or spit rod while the motor is running. 

• Supervision: Do not leave the motor running unattended and supervise children to 
ensure they stay away from moving parts and hot surfaces. 

5. During Operation 

• Regular Checks: Periodically check that the motor is operating smoothly and that the 
load remains balanced on the spit rod. 

• Temperature Control: Adjust burners as needed to maintain even cooking. 

• Wind Precautions: If it is windy, be cautious as the flame may go out. Re-light carefully, 
following the ignition steps if needed. 

6. Shut Down Procedure 

BBQ Shutdown 

• Turn Off Burners: Turn each burner control knob to the "Off" position. 



• Close Gas Cylinder Valve: Close the gas cylinder valve to stop the gas supply. 

Spit Motor Shutdown 

• Turn Off Motor: Turn off the motor and unplug it from the power outlet. 

• Allow to Cool: Let both the BBQ and the spit motor cool completely before handling or 
cleaning. 

7. Cleaning Instructions 

BBQ Cleaning 

• Wipe Down Exterior and Interior: Use a soapy water and cloth to clean the exterior and 
interior surfaces. 

• Empty Grease Trap: Remove any collected grease from the trap. 

Spit Motor Cleaning 

• Remove Spit Rod: After cooling, carefully remove the spit rod and clean it thoroughly 
with warm, soapy water to remove any grease or residue. 

8. Troubleshooting 

BBQ Troubleshooting 

• If the BBQ does not ignite, check gas connections and ensure the cylinder has gas. 
Follow the ignition steps carefully or use a long lighter. 

Spit Motor Troubleshooting 

• Motor Not Running: Ensure the motor is securely plugged in and that the power outlet is 
functioning. If the motor still does not work, contact Safari Biltong on 0800 BILTONG 

• Uneven Rotation: If the spit rod wobbles, turn off the motor and redistribute the load on 
the spit rod. 

9. Emergency Procedures 

• Gas Leak or Fire: Turn off the BBQ immediately, close the gas cylinder valve, and use a 
fire extinguisher if needed. Move to a safe distance and call emergency services if 
required. 

• Electrical Issues: In case of a power issue or short circuit with the motor, turn off and 
unplug the motor immediately. 

10. Contact Information 

For assistance or any questions, please contact Safari Biltong at 0800 BILTONG or 
admin@safaribiltong.co.nz. 

 


